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Patients gather at the Beverly Health Center in a remote area of Uganda on July 4, 2010. COURTESY/John Staedke
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John Staedke wanted to visit his daughter in Africa, which led to

health clinics and educating local children.

He wanted to send notes to his grandsons in Africa, so he started
writing limericks, which led to more than five dozen limericks

about news stories being published in the Tulsa World.

“I do stay busy,” said Staedke. “I play golf, pool and like to go

bowling, too. I have a lot of interests.”

Staedke, a retired executive with EDS (Electronic Data Systems,
founded by H. Ross Perot in 1962), moved to Tulsa with his wife,

Beverly, to be closer to a son and grandchildren.
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“Tulsa was a little closer to home and little simpler than moving to
Uganda,” said Staedke, who has instead become involved with a

handful of worthy projects in Uganda.

His daughter is a researcher with the London School of Hygiene

and Tropical Medicine in southwest Uganda.

That led Staedke to become involved with the Bushenhi Alliance
for Rural Health & Development (BARHD), an Oklahoma-
based nonprofit supporting education and health care in southwest

Uganda.

“The first time I went over there with BARHD, I primarily used the
trip as an excuse to see our daughter,” said Staedke. “It has turned

into much more.”
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In the past 10 years, BARHD clinics have seen more than 147,000
patients, more than 52,000 infants have been inoculated and more

than 12,000 treated bed nets have been distributed.

In addition, a health center, two maternity wards and staff housing

have been built.

Plus, a health center water well was drilled. There is now an annual
medical camp staffed by U.S. doctors and dentists along with

Ugandan medical students.

“The organization has done a lot of good, but we would love to do

so much more,” said Staedke. “There is so much need over there.”

In addition to medical assistance, BARHD is providing financial
support for education in southwest Uganda. They are currently
sponsoring 292 secondary school students along with 20 university
students. So far, BARHD has assisted 24 university graduates, built

classrooms, dormitories and water wells for schools.
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“Our daughter has been over there for 18 years, so we've seen the
need for a long time,” said Staedke. “She has been involved in
research of malaria. When we’ve visited, it is evident that there is a

great need for the people of that region in Uganda.”

So Staedke, after moving to Tulsa about 12 years ago, got involved

with Ugandan aid organization through a Tulsa church.

In the early 1980s, the Oklahoma Episcopal Diocese developed a
relationship with the Anglican Diocese in the Bushenyi area

(southwest Uganda).

The Oklahoma Diocese outreach supported health clinics and

orphan education for over 20 years before the relationship ended
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in the early 2000s.
BARHD was incorporated as a 501(c)(3) in 2006.

Staedke retired from EDS in 2006. He had been president of
Hitachi Data Systems, a joint venture of EDS and the Japanese

company.

“Absolutely, I feel fantastic every time I think about how much
good we’re doing over there,” said Staedke. “It is extremely
gratifying. I enjoy writing our monthly newsletter and spreading
the word about what we're doing to the 500 or so people that are

involved.

“I think what I really love about our organization is that every
dollar donated goes to Uganda. We do not have anyone on paid
staff. All of the money goes to the schools and clinics. The demand

for education and health care is so much more than we can

supply.”

Staedke also continues to work on limericks. He writes
anywhere from three to five each week that deal with Tulsa and

Oklahoma news that he reads about in the Tulsa World.

He submits those to the Tulsa World editorial staff.

“A lot of times they’ll pick one out and run it that week,” said
Staedke. “They’ve run about 60 of them over the last couple of

years.

“It is something fun I started with my grandsons in Africa. I had
never really done it before. I don’t know why I started doing it, but

writing those limericks comes easy for me. So I keep doing it.”
And it is yet one more thing on his long list of activities.

“I guess when I decided to retire, I needed something to scratch my
organizational itch,” said Staedke. “Little did I know how many
things I would try would scratch that itch.”

John Klein 918-581-8368

john.klein@tulsaworld.com

Twitter: @JohnKleinTW
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