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Disasters, riots, gangsters and construction ...
early 20th-century Chicago is seen here through
the lens of the pioneering Japanese-American
photojournalist, poet and artist Jun Fujita. His
life and work is covered in Behind the Camera by
Graham Harrison Lee, published by Hat & Beard
Press, with an accompanying exhibition planned
in Los Angeles next year
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Al Capone speaks to an attorney in 1929. Photograph: Chicago History Museum/Getty Images
Sarah Gilbert
Sun 9 Nov 2025 02.00 EST

shadows, shadowless shadows glide about - glide through the bleached remains of trees. There is death
everywhere."
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“In1915 theS Eastland capsized in the Chicago River killing 844 passengers and crew. Fujita documented
the disaster in a series of images that helped make his name as a photojournalist

Photograph: Chicago History Museum/Getty Images
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He toak this picture of Dan Robbins, a volunteer diver who recovered 38 bodies from the Eastland
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Photograph: Courtesy of Wheaton Center for History

Fire and Ice, his picture for a news story about a fire in winter, captured the duality of his practice, both a
record and an artistic expression
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Florence Carr, Fujita's wife, on Manitowish Lake in Vilas County, Wisconsin in 1930. Fujita and Carr married
in 1940
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Race riots erupted in Chicago in July 1919. Fujita photographed a mob, and South Side youth gangs
carrying weapons, as they chased an African American man down an alley
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He documented white children looting African American homes during the riots

Photograph: Jun Fujita/Chicago History Museum/Getty Images
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Photograph: Jun Fujita/Chicago History Museum/Getty Images
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This 1939 shot was taken in the factory of the Elgin National Watch Company, a major US watchmaker in
Elgin, Illinois

Photograph: Courtesy of the American Watchmakers-Clockmakers Institute ELM Trust, Harrison, Ohio
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This portrait of the poet Carl Sandburg - a triple Pulitzer-winning major figure in American literature, and
a friend of Fujita's - was published in December 1924

Photograph: Chicago History Museum
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Famed for his photo of the aftermath of the St Valentine's Day Massacre, Fujita also photographed the

man widely believed to have orchestrated it. Al Capone is seen here with attorneys William F Waugh and
Benjamin Epstein in March 1929, one month after the massacre

Photograph: Chicago History Museum/Getty Images
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A port_r_ait of JunFji taken at the 1933-34 Century of Progress World's Fair in Cﬁicag

Photograph: Courtesy Graham and Pamela Lee Collection
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A shot of Bitish Columbia shot by Fujita late in life - a place he called the most beautiful country in the
world. "There | shall read and write, and | don't propose to take another picture!”
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